A word about botanical names:
names are used here to insure selecting the exact
matching plant. The same common name may be

used for several different plants, and some plants

have no common name at all.

These plants are available from local nurseries,

Botanical

and further information and photos of many of them
may be found at the San Luis Obispo Botanical
Garden website: www.slobg.org.

City of Arroyo Grande
Fire Resistive Demonstratic

Arroyo Grande in Bloom
www.arroyograndeinbloom.org

“Fire” refers to the Defensible Space zones
around the dwelling: “1” is a 3-ft.
“noncombustible” zone next to it; “2” lies in the
“Lean Clean, and Green” zone to 30 ft. away,
and “3” refers to the rest of the Defensible
Space up to 200 ft. away.

“Area” refers to the area in the Garden. See
sign in kiosk for area map and descriptions.

Botanical Name Common Names Habit Size Water Sun Flowers, foliage Garden Uses Fire Area
Achillea _ common yarrow, Perennial 18 to 24 in. Moderate water Full sun Flowers cream to salmon, summer; Slopes, cut flowers, color, 2 3
OWesersandsteinO milfoil high; to 2 ft finely divided medium green leaves groundcover, accents,

wide 6 to 8in. long borders, rock garden.
Achillea ) red velvet yarrow Perennial To 1 ft high; Develops tap root;  Full sun Red flowers in flat clusters, late Slopes, cut flowers, color, 2 3
millefolium ORed flowers on 3 ft. needs little water spring to early fall; finely divided groundcover, accents,
VelvetO stems once established. medium green leaves 6 to 8 in borders, rock garden.
Achillea Sonoma white Perennial 18 to 30 in. Develops tap root; Full sun White flowers in flat clusters, late  Slopes, cut flowers, color, 2 3
millefolium _ yarrow high, 5 ft wide; needs little water spring to early fall; finely divided groundcover, accents,
OSonoma CoastO blooms to 3 ft once established. gray-green leaves 6 to 8 in. long  borders, rock garden.
Agapanthus dwarf lily of the  Evergreen To 8 in high, Little to regular; Full or part  White clusters of flowers on ends  Near ponds, streams; 1 3
‘Snowball’ Nile perennial 16 in wide; drought tolerant shade; of stalks, summer, fall; leaves deep containers, borders,

blooms to 1 ft shade if hot green all year background, colorful accent.
Agapanthus OTom dwarf lily of the  Evergreen Leaves to 8 in; Little to regular; Full or part  Medium blue clusters of flowers on Near ponds, streams; 1 2
ThumbO Nile perennial flower stems drought tolerant shade; ends of stalks, summer, fall; leaves containers, borders,

to 2 ft shade if hot deep green all year background, colorful accent.
Agave schidigera  Queen of white  Succulent To 1 ft. high, 2 Little Full sun Green to yellow flowers, Succulent gardens, desert 1 3
OShira ito no OhiO thread-leaf perennial ft. wide infrequent; dark green leaves with gardens.

agave cream-white edges and white hairs
Ajugareptans _ Catlin’s carpet  Perennial To 1 ft high, 2 Moderate Full sunto  Purple-blue flowers, spring; green Groundcover, rock garden 1 2
OCatlinOs GiantO  bugle -3 ft wide some shade leaves with bronze edges
Ajuga reptans bugleweed Perennial 3 in. high Moderate Full sunto  Violet blue flowers, spring to Groundcover, rock garden 1 2
ODixie ChipO some shade summer; cream, purple, and green
variegated foliage.
Ajuga reptans bugle Perennial To 6 in high, 1 Moderate Full sunto  Bright blue flowers, spring; Groundcover 1 2
OMahoganyO ft. wide some shade mahogany-colored leaves
Arbutus unedo strawberry bush, Evergreen 6 to 8 ft. (This Little to regular. Full sun; a  Clusters of deep pink flowers and Lawn or raised-bed tree; 3 4
OOktoberfestO tree shrub or is compact little shade  yellow to red fruit fall and winter; accent, slopes, screen,
tree form.) in desert. leaves dark green on red stems container, near oak trees

Arctostaphylos Carmel Sur Evergreen 3-6 in. high, Periodic deep Full sun or  Light pink globe-shaped flowers, Groundcover, coastal 2* 4
edmundsii manzanita shrub 12 feet watering; tolerates light shade spring; small medium-green slopes, wind tolerant, near  *1 if watered
Ocarmel Sur® wide . garden water. leaves. Reddish brown fruit. oak trees
Arctostaphylos manzanita Evergreen To 1 ft. high; 4 Periodic deep Full sunto  Very small pink flowers, spring; Groundcover, slopes, near 2% 2
sp. OEmerald shrub -6 ft. wide watering; avoid some shade small 0.5 in. leaves, dark green all oak trees. *1 if watered
CarpetO regular overhead year.
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Botanical Name Common Names Habit Size Water Sun Flowers, foliage Garden Uses Fire Area
Arctotheca capeweed, Cape Evergreen 6to 12 intall, Little to none Full sun Yellow daisy flowers, spring Groundcover, slopes, color 1 4
calendula dandelion perennial 18 in wide through all year; leaves gray-
green, elongated, lobed
Armeria OBright sea pink, thrift Evergreen To 8 in high, Moderate Full sun Bright rose flowers, spring to Excellent border, rock 1 2
RoseO perennial 18 in wide summer gardens, containers, raised
beds, small groundcover.
Armeria maritima  Ruby sea thrift ~ Evergreen To 6 in. high  Moderate Full sun Bright magenta-pink flowers, Excellent border, rock 1 2
ORubrifoliaO perennial and wide spring; purple-red grass like leaves gardens, containers, raised
beds, small groundcover.
Baccharis_ dwarf coyote Evergreen To 3 ft. high  Little to some water Full sun; Flowers insignificant but slightly Groundcover, barrier, 3 4
pilularis OPigeon  bush shrub and 9 ft. wide in heat. Drought some shade fragrant leaves are small, green,  slopes, near oak trees
PointO tolerant. in heat. with uneven teeth on edges.
Bergenia pigsqueak Perennial To 16 in high, Moderate Part sunto Rose-red flowers, spring, early Border, container 1 2
cordifolia 18 in wide shade summer; evergreen shiny leaves
‘Bressingham Ruby’ tinged with burgundy
Ceanothus Concha Evergreen To 7 ft. high  Occasional & deep. Full sunto  Dark blue flowers, spring; glossy = Background, slopes, screen, 3 4
‘Concha’ ceanothus shrub and 8 ft. wide Little or none once part shade. dark green 1-inch leaves. accent, near oak trees.
established.
Cercis canadensis  Forest Pansy Deciduous To 35 ft. high Moderate to regular Full sunto Pink flowers, spring; purple leaves Background tree. 3 4
OForest PansyO eastern redbud tree and wide part shade
Cercis California or Deciduous 10D18 ft. tall. Little to none once Full to part Bright magenta flowers, spring. Dry slopes, accent, near 3 4
occidentalis western redbud  shrub or established, but shade. Magenta seed pods. Heart-shaped oaks, multiple or single
tree tolerates more. blue-green 3 in. leaves. trunk tree near patio or lawn
Cistus C‘)Blushing~ rock rose Evergreen To 4 ft. high, 6 Little to moderate. Full sun Light pink 2 in. flowers, springto  Accent, slopes. 2 1
Peggy SammonsO shrub ft. wide early summer; gray green leaves.
Cor(gopsis OJethro tickseed Perennial To 15 in high, Moderate Full sun Golden yellow daisies with fluted  Accent, color, border, 1 3
TullO 18 in wide edges, spring, summer; dark green container.
lance-like leaves
Cotoneaster bearberry Evergreen To 8 in high, 8 Low water Sun or White flowers, spring; bright Groundcover 2 4
dammeri OCoral  cotoneaster shrub ft wide shade orange-red berries follow; dark
BeautyO green leaves
Crassula crassula Succulent To 6 in high, Occasional Full sun Pink flowers; light green leaves Succulent garden, rock 1 2
brevifolia perennial 12 in wide with red edges garden, bright accent, color,
containers, borders.
Crassula coccinea crassula Succulent To 18 in high, Infrequent Full sun Red or white flowers, summer; Succulent garden, rock 1 2
OCampfireO perennial 18 in wide brilliant red-orange and yellow garden, bright accent, color,
leaves containers, borders.
Crassula dubia crassula Succulent To 18 in high, Occasional Full sunto  White fragrant flowers, summer; Succulent garden, rock 1 2
perennial 18 in wide part shade  silver-gray leaves garden, bright accent, color,
containers, borders.
Crassula pruinosa  crassula Succulent To 6 in high, Occasional Full sun White bell-shaped flowers, spring, Succulent garden, rock 1 2
perennial 12 in wide summer; light green leaves garden, bright accent, color,
containers, borders.
Arroyo Grande in | Fire Resistive Demonstration Garden 1/22/2010 Page 2



Botanical Name Common Names Habit Size Water Sun Flowers, foliage Garden Uses Fire Area

Delosgerma OMest ice plant Succulent To 6 in high, 3 Occasional Full sun Flowers salmon-pink, summer; Groundcover, rock garden 1 2
VerdeO perennial ft wide green leaves
Delosperma ice plant Succulent To 6 in high, Infrequent Full sun Flowers pale-pink, spring to fall; Groundcover, rock garden 1 2
OObergO perennial 18 in wide grayish-green leaves
Delosperma hardy ice plant  Succulent To 2 in high, 8 Occasional Full sun Flowers white and daisy-shaped,  Groundcover, rock garden, 1 2
congestum ‘White perennial in wide spring through fall; succulent slopes
NuggetO leaves turn vivid red in winter
Delosperma tufted ice plant ~ Succulent To 1in high, Occasional Full sun Flowers purplish-pink, spring to Groundcover, rock garden 1 2
sphalmanthoides perennial 12 in wide summer; grayish-green leaves
Echeveria OBlack Black Prince Succulent To 10 in high Occasional Full sunto  Salmon red flowers, fall; lavender Rock garden, containers 1 2
PrinceO echeveria and wide some shade leaves
Echeveria _ hens and chicks Succulent 8-12 in high, 8 Occasional Full sun Red and yellow flowers, spring, Rock garden, containers 1 2
OlmbricataO perennial -12 in wide summer; gray-green leaves
Echeveria OZorroO echeveria Succulent 6-8 in high, 8 Occasional Full sun Red flowers, spring, summer; Rock garden, containers 1 2
perennial -15 in wide leaves from deep burgundy red in
winter to gray-brown in summer.
Echeveria _ Pink Frills Succulent To 4 in high  Occasional Full sunto Pink flowers, spring; gray-green Rock garden, containers 1 2
shaviana OPink echeveria perennial and 12 in wide some shade leaves with pink edges
FrillsO
Erigeron Santa Barbara  Perennial 1-2 ft high, 3-5 Moderate Full sunto  Small white flowers with pink Groundcover, containers, 1 1
karvinskianus daisy ft wide light shade accents, spring, fall, and most of  rock gardens, walls
year; narrow green leaves.
Festuca rubra creeping red Perennial 1.5to 2 in Drought tolerant, Full sunto  Narrow dark green leaves. Groundcover, grass 1 4
fescue grass high with but likes occasional some shade substitute Good unmowed
mowing to regular water. for slopes, near oak trees.
Fragaria beach Perennial 4 to 8 in high, Regular water Full sunto  White flowers, spring, summer; Groundcover, slopes, near 1 4
chiloensis strawberry spreading some shade dark green leaves with some red in oaks.
in heat winter
Galvezia speciosa island bush Evergreen 8-12 ft. No dry season Full or part  Scarlet tubular flowers 1 in. long;  Screen, background, 3 4
snapdragon shrub across, 6D8 ft. water once sun, coast; spring, but some all year. Stems  slopes, on fences or
high established. shade inland and leaves bright green. trellises, near oaks
Gazania (trailing)  Trailing gazania Perennial Trailing types Low to moderate Full sun Many colors, late spring through  Trailing types good for 1 4
extend over 2 fall, all year in mild climates; leaves slopes, groundcover.
ft. green with gray backs
Geranium _Alice geranium  Perennial To 6 in high, Low to moderate Full sunto Light pink flowers, late spring, Accent, rock garden, 1 3
cinereum OAliceO 12 in wide some shade summer; round gray-green leaves containers, border,
with lobes. groundcover
Helianthemum sunrose Evergreen 6-8 in. tall; 2-3 Keep water minimal Full sun Large orange flowers, mid spring  Rock gardens, planters, 1 3
nummularium shrublet ft. wide to encourage hard to early summer; small leaves seashore, borders, slopes,
‘Ben Nevis’ growth. usually gray-green and hairy. groundcover
Helianthemum sunrose Evergreen 6-8in tall; 18 Keep water minimal Full sun Deep reddish-pink flowers, mid Rock gardens, planters, 1 3
pummmaf'um , shrublet -24 in wide to encourage hard spring to early summer; small seashore, borders, slopes,
Hartswood Ruby growth. leaves usually dark green, hairy.  groundcover
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Helianthemum sunrose Evergreen 6-8 in. tall; 2-3 Keep water minimal Full sun Large deep red flowers, summer; Rock gardens, planters, 1 3
nummularium shrublet  ft. wide to encourage hard small leaves usually gray-green seashore, borders, slopes,
‘Tomato Red’ growth. and hairy. groundcover
Hemerocallis Bitsy daylily Perennial 1 ft. high and Medium Fullsunto  Lemon yellow 2-inch flowers on 2 ft Edible flowers, accents, 2 1
OBitsyO wide some shade stems, spring, summer, fall; narrow borders, in mass, along

grass-like foliage streams
Hemerocallis Bouquet of Perennial 1 ft. highand Medium Full sunto  Apricot 2-inch flowers with ruffled  Edible flowers, accents, 2 1
OBouquet of Ruffles daylily wide some shade edges on 2 ft stems, spring, borders, in mass, along
RufflesO summer, fall; narrow grassy leaves streams
Hemerocallis _ dwarf red daylily Perennial 1 ft. highand Medium Full sunto Cranberry red flowers with ruffles  Edible flowers, accents, 2 1
OCranberry BabyO wide some shade on 2 ft stems, spring, summer, fall; borders, in mass, along

narrow grass-like foliage streams
Heteromeles toyon, Christmas Evergreen Shrub 6-10 ft.; Moderate, but Full sunto  Small white flowers, summer; Screen, background, 3 4
arbutifolia berry shrub or  multi-trunk tolerates drought  part shade leaves glossy dark green; bright ornamental, erosion control

tree tree 15-25 ft. red berries fall, winter. on slopes, near oaks.
Iberis candytuft Perennial To 12 in tall Regular water Full sunto  White flowers, spring; glossy dark Rock garden, border, 1 1,2
sempervirens and wide some shade green leaves groundcover
Iris (rhizomatous) bearded iris, Perennial 4 into 4 fttall Regular during Full sunto  All colors of flowers; blue-green Accent, border, container 1 3
rhizomatous iris  (rhizome) growth and bloom; light shade sword leaves
sparingly otherwise in heat

Kniphofia ‘Little Little Maid red  Perennial To 2 ft high Low Full sun Pale yellow flowers on spikes, Accent, border, containers 2 3
Maid’ hot poker and wide spring, summer; evergreen grass-

like leaves
Lavandula Spanish Evergreen 2-3 ft. tall and Moderate; low Full sun Bright purple flowers, spring to fall Borders, containers, herb 2 3
stoechas lavender shrub wide when established (more if sheared); gray-green fine gardens; scent for displays,
OAvonviewO foliage sachets, soap, perfume
Lavandula Spanish Evergreen 18 intalland Moderate; low Full sun Bright purple flowers, spring to fall Borders, containers, herb 2 3
stoechas B lavender shrub wide when established (more if sheared); gray-green fine gardens; scent for displays,
ODevonshireO foliage sachets, soap, perfume
Lavandula x lavender Evergreen 1-2 ft. high, 2 Moderate; low Full sun Light and dark blue flowers, Borders, containers, herb 2 3
intermedia shrub -3 ft wide when established summer to fall; foliage silvery gardens; scent for displays,
‘Provence’ sachets, food flavor
Mahonia repens creeping Evergreen 1 ft high, 3-4 ft Little or none Full sunto Yellow flowers, late spring, dark Groundcover 2 4

mahonia shrub wide some shade blue berries, summer; blue-green

leaves pink or bronze in winter
Oenothera Mexican evening Perennial To 1 ft tall, 3 ft Little to medium Full sunto 2 in pink flowers with white Groundcover, dry slopes 2 4
speciosa primrose wide some shade centers, spring to fall; mid-green
OSiskiyouO lance-shaped leaves
Osteospermum  African daisy Perennial 8to 14 in tall, Moderate to regular Full sunto  Light purple or white daisy flowers, Groundcover, accent, mid- 1 2
OSoprano SeriesO 14 in wide some shade through fall, but most of year in background, containers

mild climate; narrow green leaves
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Osteospermum _ African daisy Perennial 8to 12 intall, Moderate to regular Full sun Cream, orange or lemon yellow Groundcover, accent, mid- 1 2
OSymphony Series( 14 in wide flowers, spring - fall, most of year background, containers
if mild; narrow green leaves
Penstemon Margarita BOP  Perennial 1-2 ft. high, 2 Little once esta- Full sun Light blue tubular flowers on spikes Native plant gardens, bird & 2 3
heterophyllus penstemon -3 ft wide blished. Dormant in turn purple, spring-early summer;  butterfly gardens, rock
‘Margarita BOP’ drought summer. blue-green shiny leaves. gardens, near oak trees
Rhus integrifolia lemonade berry Evergreen 6-15 ft. tall Little to regular (in  Full sun White with rose flowers, late winter Slopes, groundcover, 3 4
shrub and wide well-drained soil). to spring; leaves dark green, oval screen, seaside, small tree,
or round; fruit small, red near oak trees.
Rosmarinus Huntington Evergreen To 2 ft. high, 4 Some, particularly if Full sun Light blue flowers; winter, spring,  Groundcover, wall covering, 2 4
officinalis Carpet rosemary shrub to 8 ft. wide  dry; too much and occasionally fall. Aromatic slopes, near oaks
‘Huntington Carpet’ makes rank growth. foliage of dark green leaves.
Salvia clevelandii _ California blue  Evergreen 3 ft. wide and Occasional and Full sun Dark purple flowers, spring; leaves Native gardens, slopes, 2 3
OWinifred GilmanO sage, Cleveland shrub tall deep; Little or none are gray, wrinkled, and fragrant. background, near oak
sage once established. trees; nice aroma for tea
Salvia greggii ‘U. U. C. Pink Evergreen 30 in tall, 30 in Some Full sun Bright pink flowers, summer to fall; Groundcover, natives, slope 2 3
C. Pink’ autumn sage shrub wide supplementary small fragrant leaves stabilizer, accent, color.
water as needed
Salvia hybrid (None found.) Evergreen 3-4 ft. tall, 8 Some Full sun Fragrant rose-lavender flowers, Groundcover, natives, slope 2 3
OBeeOs BlissO shrub -12 ft. wide or supplementary late spring to early summer; stabilizer, accent, color.
more water as needed graceful gray-green foliage
Salvia leucantha_ Santa Barbara  Evergreen 2-3 fttall, 2-4 Low Full sun Bright lavender flowers on spikes, Groundcover, natives, slope 2 3
OSanta BarbaraO Mexican sage  shrub ft wide rear-round; long narrow gray-green stabilizer, accent, color.
leaves
Salvia microphylla  Hot Lips sage Evergreen 2-3 fttall, to 6 Some Full sun Brilliant red to white to red and Groundcover, natives, slope 2 3
OHot LipsO shrub ft wide supplementary white flowers, summer to fall; small stabilizer, accent, color.
water as needed fragrant leaves
Salvia officinalis garden sage, Evergreen 1to 2 ft high Moderate Full sun Lavender flowers, spring, summer; Groundcover, natives, slope 2 3
OBerggartenO common sage  shrub and wide dense, rounded gray-green leaves stabilizer, accent, color.
Salvia x OChristine Christine Yeo Evergreen 2 fttall, 30in Some Full sun Bright magenta flowers, summer  Groundcover, natives, slope 2 3
YeoO sage shrub wide supplementary to fall; small fragrant leaves stabilizer, accent, color.
water as needed
Sedurp OLemon stonecrop Succulent To 10 in. high, Moderate Full sun or  Light yellow flowers, summer; Groundcover, rock garden, 1 2
CoralO perennial 24 in wide part shade leaves bright yellow, spike-shaped border, near oak trees.
Sedum stonecrop Succulent To 2 in. high, Occasional Full sun White flowers with pink streaks, Groundcover, rock garden, 1 2
dasyphyllum var. perennial 18 in wide summer; tiny gray-green leaves border, near oak trees.
major
Sedum lineare stonecrop Succulent 2-4 in. high, Moderate Full sun Light yellow flowers, summer; Groundcover, rock garden, 1 2
OSea UrchinO perennial 24-36 in wide leaves narrow, silver-green near oak trees.
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Botanical Name Common Names Habit Size Water Sun Flowers, foliage Garden Uses Fire Area
Sedum reflexum Blue Spruce Succulent 5in high, 15  Occasional Fullsunto Pale yellow flower, spring; small Groundcover, rock garden, 1 2
‘Blue Spruce’ stonecrop perennial to 18 in wide some shade needle-like blue leaves accent, containers
Sedum pork and beans Succulent 8-10 in high, Occasional Full sun Pale yellow flower, spring; small Groundcover, rock garden, 1 2
rubrotinctum perennial 12-18 in wide bean-like leaves are green with accent
pink tips
Sedum stonecrop Succulent 3-6in. high,  Little to moderate  Full sun or Light yellow flowers, spring, Groundcover, rock garden, 1 2
spathulifolium perennial 12-18 in wide part shade summer; gray spoon-shaped border, near oak trees.
OPurpureumO leaves turn purple.
Sempervivum _ hens and chicks Succulent 3-6 in high, 12 Infrequent Full sun Bronze flowers, summer; light Rock gardens, containers, 1 2
OEmerald ExpressC perennial in wide gray-green leaves borders
Senecio serpens blue chalksticks Succulent To 1 ft. tall Little to some Full sunto  Tiny white flowers, summer; Groundcover, silver-gray 1 1,4
perennial and wide shade if hot stunning blue-gray leaves background, border.
Sesleria caerula blue moor grass Perennial To 1 ft high, 1 Regular Full sun or  Purple flowers, spring; grass-like  Groundcover, grass 1 2
grass -2 ft wide shade leaves green on top, blue-white substitute
underneath
Tecoma X OOrange orange jubilee  Evergreen To 8 ft. high, 4 Moderate Full sunto  Orange-red trumpet-like flowers,  Accent, background, tree 3F 1
JubileeO cape shrub or -5 ft. wide some shade spring-fall; vivid green leaves *2 if pruned
honeysuckle tree
Thymus golden thyme Perennial 3-6 in high, 12 Moderate Full sunto Pale purple flowers, spring, Groundcover, rock gardens 1 2
pulegioides -18 in wide light shade summer; lemon-scented gold-
OAureusO green leaves
Thymus serpyllum elfin thyme Perennial 2 in high, 3-6 Moderate Full sunto  Soft pink flowers, summer; tiny Groundcover, steps, 1 2
‘Elfin’ in wide some shade bright green leaves containers, rock gardens
Thymus x silver thyme Perennial 3-6in high, 1 Moderate; little Full sunto Lavender-pink and white flowers, Rock garden, herb garden, 1 2
citriodorus -2 ft wide needed once light shade spring-summer; medium green low border, groundcover.
OArgenteusO established in heat scented leaves with silver edges
Veronica speedwell Perennial 3-6 in high, 12 Regular Full sunto  Brilliant royal blue flowers, spring, Groundcover, border, rock 1 2
peduncularis -18 in wide some shade summer; rich green lance-shaped garden
OGeorgia BlueO leaves
Vinca minor dwarf periwinkle Perennial To 6 intall, 3 Little to moderate Partsunto Bluish-purple flowers, spring; shiny Groundcover, slopes 1 2
ft wide shade dark green oblong leaves
Zauschneria California Shrubby  To 1.5 ft high, Little to none once Full sun; Bright orange-red flowers, late Groundcover, natives, 2 3
californica _ fuchsia perennial 3-4 ft wide established; some if some shade summer into autumn; large leaves borders, rock gardens,
OCalistogaO little winter rain. in heat are silver-gray. slopes, near oak trees.
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